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We consider it an honor to have been asked by the Board of  Directors of  the AAMCF to 

co-chair the committee that oversees the Fund Raiser / Journal to honor association 

Past President Rick Kirby. We have known Rick for many years.  We have seen him 

grow from a being a brash young man filled with enthusiasm and a love for the industry 

into a true statesman filled with enthusiasm and a love for the industry. 

 

Rick has given his time and energy to a myriad of  causes both great and small. He has 

fought alongside operators in many communities, tackling zoning issues, tax reform,   

relaxing limits on arcade size or increasing the number of  machines allowed in a venue. 

Whatever the issue, if  Rick gets a call for help, he always says "Yes!" Rick has not only 

fought to improve the business conditions in our industry, he has also put forth his best 

efforts for the many charitable endeavors that the AAMA and AAMCF have supported. 

 

Rick served as President of  the AAMA more than two decades ago. Usually, after an  

individual has finished this pinnacle position, they begin to do less and less for the          

association. Not Rick.  He saw a need: that the AAMA take on a larger role in         

Washington, DC.  So Rick volunteered once again. Under his guidance we have grown 

solid relationships with key decision makers and Congressional staff  members.  The    

industry's voice is being heard in Washington, and Rick Kirby’s efforts are helping    

protect our interests in this crucial arena.  

 

When we began to put this Journal together we discovered that we are not the only  

people who appreciate Rick. The challenge proved not to be finding people who wanted 

to talk about Rick; the challenge was editing the content so that the Journal didn't    

become too heavy to mail. Many companies and individuals stepped up to support the 

AAMCF Charities in honor of  Rick Kirby.  Our thanks go to these sponsors. And our 

thanks go to Rick for making this task both easy and pleasant.  

Sincere regards, 
 

Kevin Fritz 

John Margold 





Dear Ricky- 

I am glad to be able to celebrate 

this award with you ! 

Well deserved. 

All the best 

David 

Rick-  

Thank you for all
 you have done a

nd continue 

to do for our cha
rity and the good

 of others. 

I am honored to b
e your friend.   

                 
                 

          

             Allen  

Rick, 
Thanks for all of your years of dedication. The industry is better because of your hard work! 

Your friend, 
Holly 

Rick ..  

Thank you for  

a lifetime of  

giving to the  

industry, and to the 

Charitable Foundation!!! 

Rich  

David Cohen, President        Jim Hines  

Allen Weisberg, Vice President  Kevin Jordan 

Holly Meidl, Secretary   Neal Rosenberg 

Rich Babich, Treasurer  

Congrats Rick! Kevin 

Rick  
I am so happy that you are being recognized for the lifetime achievement award, and cant think of anyone more deserving.               Congratulations my friend! Jim Hines 

I’m humbled to be able to               

Congratulate You in  Achieving a 

Lifetime Award for all your efforts 

on behalf of our Industry, the AAMA 

and the AAMCF. 

 

Your Freind, 

Neal 



Rick- 
 

We are honored to serve next to you on the AAMA Board of Directors.  
Your contributions to the association and to the industry are             
invaluable.  Your passion and dedication are an inspiration to us all.  
As your colleagues and your friends, it gives us great pleasure to   
celebrate your accomplishments and this well-deserved award.  For all 
that you are and all that you do, we celebrate you!   

Peter Gustafson, President 
Chris Felix, Vice President 
Frank Cosentino, Secretary 
Holly Meidl, Assistant Secretary 
Rich Babich, Treasurer 
David Cohen, Assistant Treasurer 
John Margold, Past President 
Jim Belt 
Jon W. Brady 
Jim Chapman 
Eugene Jarvis 
Bill Kraft 
Don Marshall 
Neal Rosenberg 
Tony Shamma 
Allen Weisberg 

Congratulations  
on the  
2014  

Lifetime  
Achievement   

Award 
 

from your fellow  
AAMA 

Board members 



A MESSAGE FROM AAMA PRESIDENT 

PETER GUSTAFSON 
 

 

The Association takes great pleasure in continuing an               

extraordinary tradition with the presentation of the 2014      

Lifetime Achievement Award; an honor given to a person who 

has made many contributions to the coin-operated amusement 

industry. The individual is acknowledged for their outstanding 

service and positive impact on our industry.  The criteria for a 

nominee includes having a minimum of 15 years in the industry 

as well as being a humanitarian with creative talent, ethical 

strength, and a combination of emotional, intellectual and moral 

qualities that distinguish the nominee as having an outstanding 

reputation.  This person has demonstrated kindness and concern for others and has contributed 

in helping others to achieve success. 

 

This Year's Life Time Achievement Award recipient is a past President of the AAMA who took a 

brief hiatus from the association but his commitment to the industry simply would not allow 

him to stay away for long.  He has been a selfless contributor and industry leader for as long as I 

can remember.   His commitment to our industry sets a high bar for others to aspire to.   He is       

always available and willing to volunteer his time and energy to advance our organizational 

goals and objectives.   He is seen by his customers and suppliers as a "guy that gets things 

done".  He operates at a level that consistently exceeds expectations.  He doesn't "pass off" a 

customer's problems until they're concluded to that customer's satisfaction.  His enthusiasm for 

the industry and people is infectious.   As a leader he has the ability to get  people engaged,     

active, and producing by keeping others on task and on target while holding himself to a high 

degree of accountability.    

 

His charitable work is commendable - most recently with his work in creating the Community 

Arcade for the families and friends of the Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newton, CN.   He 

led this effort by soliciting industry members to contribute products and services giving all of us 

an opportunity to - in some small way - "make a difference" for this devastated community.   At 

a time when the entire country was feeling numb and at a loss for a way to help, this individual 

presented us with the opportunity to do just that.    

 

Lastly, he operates with integrity which to me means he's a man of his word - he does what he 

says he's going to do when he says he's going to do it and when he doesn't, he cleans up his 

mess and gets back to being his word.   I consider this man an important mentor in my life and 

one I'm proud to call friend.    

 

In grateful appreciation for your years of dedication to the coin-operated amusement machine 

industry, it is my great pleasure and distinct honor to present the 2014 Lifetime Achievement 

Award to Mr. Rick Kirby. 





Richard “Rick” Kirby Honored  

with Lifetime Achievement Award 
 

Richard Kirby is a powerful and professional executive whose entrepreneurial 

instincts and vision have created countless business opportunities, which has 

aided in rapid and continual business growth. 

Rick Kirby is currently the Executive Vice President at Betson Enterprises, a 

division of H. Betti Industries Inc., the world's leading distributor of coin-

operated amusement and vending equipment, parts and service, celebrating 80 

years  of  experience and  leadersh ip in  the industry. 

 

A loved and respected individual throughout the coin-op industry, Rick thrives 

on challenges, particularly those that expand the company’s reach. His,    

greatest strengths are his creativity, drive, leadership, and industry             

commitment, which have led to the selection by the American Amusement 

Machine Association as the 2014 recipient of their Lifetime Achievement 

Award. This honor is awarded to an individual for their outstanding service 

and positive impact in the coin-op industry. Rick’s many contributions to his 

friends and the industry are invaluable. 

His accolades and accreditations include, “Man of the Year” for the            

Massachusetts Operator’s Association in 1987 and for The Amusement and 

Music Owners of New York in 2004. Former President of the American 

Amusement Machine Association from 1995 to 1997, he actively serves on its 

Board of Directors. He was the recipient of AAMA’s “Joe Robbins Award” as 

well as its “President Award”, for outstanding participation and dedication to 

the coin operated amusement industry. Rick also led the effort to reconstruct 

the Sandy Hook Arcade after the Newton school shooting tragedy in Newtown,  

Connecticut. 

 

Prior to Betson, Mr. Kirby was Vice President/General Manager of New    

England Coin-Op     Distributors, another division of H. Betti Industries, Inc. 

and as the former Vice President of   Bally Northeast, Richard has logged 36 

years of experience in coin operated devices and amusements.  

 

A native of Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, and raised in northern New Jersey, Richard 

Kirby attended Suffolk University in Boston, Massachusetts, where he         

received a B.S. degree in Marketing. Rick resides in Brockton, Massachusetts 

and is a father of two sons, Joe and Evan. He is active in his community and 

served as a coach and board member for the Bridgewater Biddy League      

Basketball team for over a decade, where he coached both his sons. As a    

natural leader, he is a member of the planning commission for the clubhouse of 

his local golf course, Scotland Links, serves as the Director in Chief of the 

Beautify Boxwood Committee and is one of the founding members of the 

Palm Street Bombers. Rick is also a season ticket holder of his beloved New 

England Patriots. 



What happened in Sandy Hook on 12/14 is simply indescribable – what happened when 

we reached out about our arcade idea is simply inspirational. 

 

Our children, teachers, first responders continue to grapple on a daily basis with the      

aftermath.  There is no secret potion or remedy to set our town back on course.  But what 

we have learned is that healing comes in many shapes and sizes.  A simple snowflake   

created by another child in a small Nevada town, a stuffed animal sent from Florida, a 

visit from the New York Knicks, monetary donations from across the world AND 2400 

square feet covered with pinballs and arcade games for all of Newtown to enjoy. 

 

It  started as just  an inkling, a fleeting thought really.      

Arcade games and pinball had always brought such joy to 

my family.   Could  we  create  a  temporary  arcade  in      

Newtown with the sole purpose of pure fun?  Would we be 

able to cobble together enough games to really attract the 

families of Newtown?  Indeed, the games were one of the 

most critical elements.  The concept for the Sandy Hook 

Arcade Center was born but we needed help to execute 

 

When we made that first call in mid January 2013 to Rick Kirby at Betson we crossed our fingers that they would be 

able to send us a couple of used games in working  conditions.  There was no way to anticipate the response we got.  

Rick took on the task with passion and enthusiasm.  He reached out to the vast network of vendors Betson has and 

within days we were getting updates on the treasures he was able to secure. 

 

Three short weeks later we stood outside our new freshly 

painted space with Rick as the trailer trucks arrived from 

across the country.  The Sandy Hook Arcade Center came to 

life that day.  They unloaded and put together game after 

game…dueling Pop a Shots, Pac Man Battle Royale, Doodle 

Jump, Air Hockey, Avengers pinball, Fast and the Furious 

Race Cars, Temple Run just to name a few.  These were not 

used games, they were state of the art, brand new.  We were 

tingling and it wasn’t from the cold February frost.  Rick had 

assembled  a  menagerie  of  attractions  with  something  for     

everyone – even an elaborate photo booth that captured  liter-

ally thousands of smiling faces. 

 

The reaction of the visitors to Sandy Hook Arcade Center 

would melt your heart – the sheer glee of the children as they 

embarked on their gaming adventure; the jaw dropping awe from the    parents as they marvel at what was created.  

“How did you do all this?” was a common question.  We simply point to our sponsor sign and smile.  We had a lot of 

help from our friends we would say. 

 

After opening our doors in February Rick was generous with his time answering our questions and sending new      

supplies and technicians to help us work out the bugs.  He was a wonderful resource in the 8 months the Sandy Hook 

Arcade Center was open. 

 

Amid the bells and whistles of the pinballs, the thunderous roar of the     

driving games and the rhythmic thumping of the pop a shot machines was 

that sweet sound we have been craving these months – laughter.    

 

We are so grateful to Rick Kirby for taking that leap of faith to make a    

difference,  for  being  our  champion and  game purveyor,  for  bringing    

laughter to Newtown.  





circa 1986 
 

Seated (L-R): 

Harvey Weingarten 

     Kentucky Coin Machine 

Steve Koenigsberg 

     State Sales & Service 

Rick Kirby  

     New England Coin 

 

Standing (L-R): 

Bob Haim  

     Belam Southeast Distributing 

Jon Brady  

     Brady Distributing 

Paul Russell 

     Active Amusement 

Joe Cirillo  

     Betson Enterprises 

David Gilfor  

     Active Amusement Distributing 

Jolly Backer  

     Balle Sente Inc. 













































































































 






